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From the Pastor’s Pen 
 

To my Friends at Road, 
 

Here we are again fast approaching the 

Advent/Christmas season.  What a wonderful 

time of year this is for our church.  However this 

time of year can be a joy for some, and for others 

it can be a very stressful time.  I think this is true 

especially this year with the economic situation.  

I know our church will reach out to our brothers 

and sisters who are feeling the effects of this 

situation. 

 

The story of Christmas is the promise of a gift 

that ―keeps on giving‖, a story of the birth of a 

promised Savior.  ―God so loved the world that 

he gave his only begotten Son, Jesus Christ‖ 

(John 3:16), for our salvation.  Our Savior came 

that we might have life in abundance.  Often 

times we lose sight of the real meaning of 

Christmas as we rush through this wonderful 

season. 

  

This year let us strive to bring the real joy of 

Christmas to those we love by making this a true 

celebration of the birth of Christ.  Let us not get 

caught up in the mad rush and commercialism 

that is so prevalent at this time of year.   I trust 

your Thanksgiving was bountiful, with lots of 

thanks to God for his countless blessings.  I pray 

that everyone will have a very meaningful, joyful 

Christmas and bright New Year.   

 

Our annual meeting will be the first Sunday in 

January this year.  We will act on new hymnals, 

among other business.  The music committee will 

make a recommendation at the meeting.  I am 

hoping we can all buy one or more of the 

hymnals as a memorial to a loved one or friend.  

I‘m projecting the cost to be about $15.00 per 

hymnal.  Please see myself or any member of the 

music committee for more information.  

 

God bless each of you, 

 

In Christ, Ron 
 



 

   
 

Report of the Ecclesiastical Society 
 

We hope by now that all of you have had an opportunity to see the changes in the Sunday 

School room in the basement of the church.  A revitalized dehumidification system, a 

fresh coat of paint and new carpeting have transformed the room into an important 

addition to the facility.  The Society and Church owe a debt of gratitude to Judy Fales and 

her team of helpers who made this possible. 

  

The Ecclesiastical Society is now embarked on planning its activities for 2009 and beyond.  A list of potential 

improvements to the facilities has been prepared and is now being prioritized in preparation for discussions with the 

Church.  While the Society's financial assets have been impacted by the market meltdown, the Society is prepared to 

continue to move ahead with necessary improvements to the properties. 

  

The Society would like to thank those who have donated their time and treasure toward the work of the Society.  Your 

gifts have made a significant contribution toward the improvements at Road Church. 

 

Submitted by Craig Haines, Chairman of the Ecclesiastical Society 
 
 

 

News from the Deaconate 
 

The deacons have not met since the last Shine.  However, I would like to take this opportunity 

to express my sincere thanks to all members of the diaconate who have served with me these 

past 4 years.  Aside from a mandatory one year break between terms, I am now completing my 

eighth year as deacon, serving 6 years as chairperson. 

   

At times it is not easy being a deacon.  It requires time, patience and dedication.  Time and time again I have witnessed 

just how dedicated these members are.  I want them to know how much I respect them and have appreciated their efforts 

over the years.  

 

Along with me, Louise and Inky will be replaced next year, so I especially want to thank them.  Louise has served as 

secretary and treasurer most of her term.  She has offered so much to the church.  I believe she has served in almost every 

capacity, but as a member of the diaconate, her calm dedication shined through.  Inky, my second mother, quietly 

sat through difficult meetings and then in her mother's voice would speak her words of wisdom.  We all stood up and took 

notice because she was always right.   Despite limited mobility, they both climbed the stairs to the counting room to do 

their duty as Deacon of the Month.  They also froze as they greeted worshipers on many a Christmas Eve.  I cannot begin 

to count the many blessings they have brought to our church and I give them my gratitude and love.  I thank and 

appreciate them and all who have served with me. 

 

Submitted by Susan Schneider, Deacon Chairperson 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The friendly church.  A friendly church is one where worshipers greet one another warmly and sincerely. 
 

A friendly church is one where members seek out newcomers and make them feel welcome and important.  

Visitors hear that the congregation can help meet various needs:  spiritual nourishment, Christian education, 

fellowship, friendship, service opportunities, support and comfort during difficulties and more.  

 

A friendly church has something for everyone.  It becomes a loving home where people desire to return frequently 

for spiritual, social, physical and emotional support.  

 
 

 



 

 

 

        News from the Missions MinistryMis 

 
As the year ends and a new year is on the horizon, as Chairperson of Missions Ministry, I wish to 

thank my committee for all their effort and dedication throughout the year.  We have been able to 

feed the hungry, clothe the poor, surprise those taking part in the ―Adopt a Family for Christmas 

Program‖, remember our soldiers in harm‘s way, give support to unwed moms, help people 

recovering from addictions,  support the ―Hope Spring Missions‖ with their efforts towards 

AIDS/HIV relief in Malawi, donate to relief causes, send support to World Vision through the 

―Love Loaf‖ program, adopt a new child through the ―Christian Children‘s Fund‖,  as well as 

better support our Missionaries, Pat & Don Barger in Panama and  Joel and Elizabeth Peterson 

while in Africa. 

 

The 2008 committee members were as follows:  Toni Nadherny, Dixie Lufbery, Susan Stafford, Jane Hildreth, John 

Larkin, Nancy White, Louise Fayal, Charles Hildreth, Blanche Burke, Carolyn Burdick, Ed Burke, Helen LaFaive, Luarne 

Heller, Linda Parker, and Bonnie Larkin.  This year could not have been successful without the efforts of the entire church 

family.  The Missions Ministry is so grateful for your support. 

 

On Sunday, November 23
rd

, the Youth of our church took part in the ―Harvest Love Loaf Sunday‖ for World Vision.  

World Vision is a nonprofit, Christian relief and development organization dedicated to meeting the needs of children and 

families and has been in existence for over 50 years.  

 

The following young people took part in this special Road Church 

annual fund raiser: 

 

       

Jessica Testa    Scripture Reader  

Dana Robinson   Confession of Faith Reader 

Charlotte Wheeler  Greeter & Candlelighting 

Nathan Wheeler  Greeter 

Wes & Lisa Hall   World Vision Readers 

Bronte Stahl  Offering Usher 

Travis Robinson  Offering Usher 

All children    Coin pourers 

 

 

“so that all the people of the earth may know your name”   
 2 chronicles – 6:33 

 

Submitted by Bonnie Larkin, Missions Ministry Chairperson 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Missions is Everywhere…. The word ―mission‖ often implies traveling to another country to teach and 

work.  The work done in foreign missions is important, of course, but we can‘t all make the trip.  What we can 

do, however, is be faithful servants where we live.  

 

Missions  is about putting the face and name of Jesus in front of those who don‘t know him.  We can do that in 

many ways — any place and any day. 

 



 

 

 

 
  The Missions Ministry Shares an Article from Don and Pat Barger from Panama: 
 

 

 

 

Don & Pat Barger 

Panama Field Directors 
  

ASSISTING THE GROWTH OF THE GUAYAMI, BUGLERE,  

EMBERÁ, AND KUNA CHURCHES 

 

 

"Go ye therefore, and teach all nations..." Matthew 28:19 
 

Biographical Sketch: 

 Both born and raised in Missouri, USA 

 Both saved in 1957  

 Married on college break in Dec. 1968 

 Entered Missionary training in Aug. 1970 

  Arrived in Panama June 13, 1973 

  Began ministry with the Guaymi People June 1974 

  3 children:   Tricia, Dan (with the Lord), and Steve 

And 9 grandchildren 

 

 A Short Summary of the Guaymí mission work: 

The work began in 1953 when NTM missionaries started teaching of God's love.  Soon a small group put their faith in 

Christ.  The Gospel has spread over the mountains until today it is reported that there are 100 churches among the Guaymi 

people.  Presently there are eight Guaymi couples working among their own people as missionaries.  But there remains 

much to be done, in a tribe that numbers around 200,000.   Guaymi believers now have the New Testament in their own 

language, Bible lessons, and a good hymnal. 

 

PANAMA 

Home of the Guaymí, Buglere, Kuna, Emberá, and Naso People, 

Panama is about half the size of the state of Missouri 
 

                                       PRAYER NEEDS 

 

 For Don as Field Director--Decisions and responsibilities  

 Member care for our missionaries  

 Wisdom for teaching and counseling 

 Continued production of teaching materials for all the tribes  

 Health and energy in the tropical weather and with physical limitations 

 Grace for the separation from our Family 

 That we always keep our eyes on Jesus and allow Him to live His life through us 

 

 

Submitted by Bonnie Larkin, Missions Ministry Chairperson 

 



 

 

 

News from the Outreach Ministry 
 

As one way of reaching out to the community, the Outreach Committee has been 

collecting food at the church for the Pawcatuck Neighborhood Center‘s (PNC‖s) 

food locker which supplies food free of charge to their clients. This program at the 

church in the past was sponsored by the Missions Ministry.  Each month a specific ―PNC 

food of the month‖ is selected depending on what is needed most in the PNC food locker.  So far, we have had a very 

good response.  For example, in August, we collected 40 boxes of instant rice or pasta mixes; in September, 22 large jars 

or cans of pasta sauce; and in October, 51 cans of fruit.  The food for November is boxes, cans or bottles of juice.  The 

staff at the PNC is exceedingly grateful for these donations as the clients‘ need for food is increasing dramatically in these 

difficult times.  Generally, our donated food is all given out within days after it is brought in.  In July instead of  collecting 

food, we participated in the PNC program for supplying ―Back to School‖ supplies for client children.  In that month, we 

collected 19 lunch boxes, several backpacks and a number of miscellaneous items like pencils, notebooks, etc. 

  

Our current project is the ―adoption‖ of a PNC client family for Christmas as was done in the past by Missions Ministry.  

Our family has 3 children - ages 2 (a boy), 6 (a boy), and 14 (a girl).  We have received a ―wish list‖ of gifts from this 

family.  As in previous years, there will be a tree in the narthex with paper ornaments.  A ―wish list‖ item will be written 

on each ornament plus the age and sex of the child and a very important ID number.  We are asking all those interested in 

participating to select a wish item, remove the corresponding ornament from the tree and print your name on the sign-up 

sheet next to the corresponding ID number.  Gifts must be returned to the narthex by December 14.  Gifts MUST be 

unwrapped.  However, donations of wrapping paper are always welcome.  Please also be sure to attach the ID number to  

your gift as this is how the PNC determines which child the gift is for.  We are hoping for as enthusiastic a response as 

was had in the past to make this Christmas brighter for this needy family.   

 

Submitted by Dixie Lufbery, Coordinator and Carolyn Burdick, Assistant 

 

A Word About Our Bible Study…. 
 

Greetings.   I want to let everyone know about what is going on in Bible Study and 

how it works for me. This week we will be taking a closer look at Ecclesiastes, and 

we will move on when we have talked that book out.  I have gone to Bible Study 

pretty regularly, this being my third year.  For those of you who have not gone, 

there are about 20 of us each week.  Ron gives us an overview of the book of the 

Bible that we are working with, and then we discuss it.  In the process, we often go 

off on tangents to discuss how the Bible teachings relate to today's world.   

 

We talk about world events or things that have happened in our own lives that are 

relevant.  We have discussed other religions, as many of us in Bible Study were not 

brought up in the Congregational Church.  Sometimes we watch videos.  We are not 

studying the Bible word for word, and some people need that structure.  I 

understand that completely.  The format of our Bible Study has been more relaxed, 

and a meaningful sounding board for many of us.   

 

We always have coffee and donuts for about half an hour in the kitchen of the 

Parish House before we start.  I have gotten to know the people who come to Bible 

Study, and to care a great deal about them.  We had a potluck, all of us, last week. It 

was fun.  Please join us, even if it's only just once in awhile.  The group gathers for 

coffee around 9:30 am on Wednesdays.  Toni, our most important member, brings 

our muffins and donuts, and sometimes we have other goodies as well.  We sit for 

discussion at 10 am and are done by 11 am.  I would love to see you there.   

Submitted by Helen LaFaive 



 

 

 
The Treasurer’s Corner 

 
 I would like to thank those people who responded to the information contained in my 

November Shine article.  More of us are making up for missed Sundays, a few members have 

changed their method of donating to institute their own pledge system.  This will help us 

balance our budget. 

 

Several of you asked me to report weekly Sunday contributions.  Weekly contributions for 

October through November 16
th
: 

 

10/5  $1,712.00  54 attendees 

10/12  $    799.00  52 attendees 

10/19  $1,061.00  57 attendees 

10/26  $   847.00  46 attendees 

11/2  $1,230.00  53 attendees 

11/9  $   830.00  50 attendees 

11/16  $   986.50  52 attendees 

 

Our total expenses in October amounted to $4,948.71, while our total income was $5,015.10, for a gain of $66.39 for the 

month.  So far this year, we, the Road Church Family, have taken in $61,101.79 (76% of our yearly projection), and 

expended $ 65,610.74 (80% of our yearly projection), leaving us with a deficit of $ 4,508.95.  

                              

Hopefully, with a collective effort, we should be able to overcome this deficit by the end of this year.  An end of the year, 

tax free contribution could help us turn our present deficit into a happy ending for 2008.   

 

Happy Holidays from your Treasurer 

   

Submitted by John Larkin, Treasurer 

 

A Calling to Stewardship…. 
 

When St. Paul was seeking to encourage the church members of Corinth to participate in church offering, 

he wrote:  ‗Each one must do as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly, or under compulsion, for God 

loves a cheerful giver‘. (2 Corinthians 9:7).  Where the stewardship of giving is concerned, each must 

make up his mind freely and approach the matter with a cheerful attitude.  It is prayer and commitment 

that lead us to the mindset we should have about the matter. 

 

Nan K. was asked by her church to lead a special campaign to pay off the remaining debt on the 

sanctuary.  She consented and made this statement at a worship service:  'Stewardship is realizing that our 

relationship with money is very much connected to our relationship to God.  When our relationship to 

money becomes the stewardship of God's gifts, then our decisions and actions are tied to our 

understanding of God's will for our life.   

 

When we discern the purpose for our life on Earth, then we look for the signs, the opportunities, the 

coincidences that show us the path to that purpose.  I want you to know that this is not just a campaign to 

pay off our debts (although it will).  It is about building a community of faith.  If one of our members 

came to me today and offered to pay off the entire debt, I wouldn't feel this campaign was a success.  This 

is about strengthening our church community with everyone giving to their own ability.  I'll feel the 

campaign is successful when 100 percent of our membership participates.'  

 

Are you participating? You have nothing to lose, and everything to gain. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coffee Hour Volunteers Needed 
 

Please see the sign-up sheet in the Narthex to sign-up to host a month 

with family, friends, or another church member.  Two to three hosts 

per month are needed.  The available dates are January 25, February 

22, March 29, April 26, May 31, June 28, July 26, August 30, 

September 27, October 25, November 29 and December 27.  If you 

have any questions, feel free to contact Sue Testa at 401-364-1028. 

Submitted by Sue Testa, Hospitality Committee 

 

A Request From Publicity… 

 

I am looking to compile a list of places where we should let people in the community know what Road is doing and what 

we are about.  Would you please email me and let me know where you look for information on any events in your town -  

radio, TV, newspapers, weeklies?  Where do you think we should place ads and calendar events and special service 

information?  If you know the contacts or names and phone numbers for the places you look, would you please send them 

to me so we can make a solid, current list.  In January, Publicity will have a meeting of anyone interested in order to 

pound out a plan to get us "out there".  Hope you will join us then.  Thanks, Helen:  hlafaive@aol.com 

Submitted by Helen LaFaive, Publicity 

 

  

  

The Inauguration…. 

When president-elect Abraham Lincoln headed to Washington, D.C., he 

called himself a ―humble instrument in the hands of the Almighty.‖ He 

spoke of America‘s citizenry as God‘s ―almost chosen people.‖  

 

Wasn‘t that a lovely compliment? One suspects Lincoln was speaking as a 

good father speaks to children, wanting them to live up to their full 

potential. He surely wanted the ―almost chosen people‖ to be servants of 

the living God.  

 

As God‘s chosen people, as well as Americans who soon will have a new 

leader, how can we live up to God‘s expectations for us? What can we 

each do to make our country a better place? And how can we share the 

good news with others that God has chosen us to live with him forever? 

Ways to start off the New Yearé. 

According to historians, the celebration of the New Year is the oldest holiday.  Ancient Babylonians first observed it in the spring 

about 4,000 years ago.  In 153 B.C., the Roman Senate declared January 1 as New Year‘s Day.   The early church started to hold 

religious observances that coincided with pagan celebrations.  Some denominations still mark Christ‘s circumcision on New 

Year‘s.  

 

The tradition of making resolutions dates back to the Babylonians, who often promised to return borrowed farm equipment. Using 

a baby to symbolize rebirth and the new year dates back to the ancient Greeks and Egyptians.  Modern-day New Year‘s customs 

often focus on prosperity.  In Spain, people eat 12 grapes at midnight, hoping to have 12 happy months to come.  The Dutch eat 

donuts because another year has come full circle. 

  

One of the best ways to start off the New Year is by spending time in prayer.  Look back on God‘s many blessings during the 

completed year and ask for his guidance in the one to come.  Also consider starting the tradition of praying for people around the 

world on New Year‘s Day. 

 

mailto:hlafaive@aol.com


 

 
 

   

Ginnie Ballantyne – December 23 

Brien Coates – December 10 

Carol Greene – December 2 

Kathryn Hall – December 8 

Jeffrey Hall – December 17 

Beth Hollis – December 26 

John Larkin – December 22 

Jonathon Recor – December 9 

Susan Stafford – December 11 

Jason Wise – December 12 

Mia Wise – December 9 

Dorothy Adams – January 20 

Thea Andrus – January 13 

Katherine Archer – January 21 

Dave Bilhorn – January 2 

Andrew Bourque – January 15 

Carolyn Burdick – January 10 

Sam Chesebrough – January 16 

Michael Devine – January 26 

Richard Duda – January 20 

Robyn Elmer – January 15 

Doug Fales – January 6 

Jim Feeney – January 11 

Jewell Ford – January 8 

Luarne Heller – January 4 

Gordon Leitner – January 13 

Grace Perkins – January 15 

C.B. Perkins – January 31 

Roger Preston – January 26 

Cheyanne Robinson – January 18 

Bob Shaver – January 11 

Ric Silver – January 22 

Eric Snurkowski – January 14 

Bronte Stahl – January 1 

Tanya Staples – January 17 

Derek Stoddard – January 21 

Laura Virga – January 7 

Joyce Watrous – January 21 

Nick Wise – January 14 

Deb Woolbert – January 25 

 

Mer & Lois Bilhorn – December 21 

Judy & David Fales – December 20 

J.P. & Colleen Riley – December 18 

Michelle & Kurt Wheeler – December 28 

Louise & Brien Coates – January 19 

Bob & Ada Elmer – January 14 

Ed & Sue Hart – January 13 

Derek & Karen Stoddard –- January 26 

 

    OUR HEART'S DESIRE 

As his parents labored on a foreign 

mission field, their young son 

attended school in America. When 

Christmas Day came, the school‘s 

headmaster tried to cheer up the boy. 

The headmaster asked what he most 

wanted for Christmas.  

 

For the boy, the answer came easily.  He pointed to a framed 

picture of his father and said, ―I would like most of all for my 

father to step out of that frame.‖ (No doubt he felt the same 

way about his mother.)  
 

The deepest meaning of Christmas is about God‘s stepping 

out of the ―frame‖ of the universe, out of heaven, and 

revealing the greatest love ever seen among men.  

 

John‘s account of this Good News sums it up:   ―And the 

Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen 

his glory, the glory as of a father‘s only son, full of grace and 

truth‖ (John 1:14, NRSV). 

 



 

 

 

 

 

   

 DATES TO REMEMBER:  

 

Sunday,   December 7 Communion Service, Second Sunday of Advent  

Friday December 12 Family Fellowship Christmas Party - Pot Luck & Yankee Swap – 6 pm  

Sunday,     December 14        Worship Service, Third Sunday of Advent 

Sunday,    December 21    Worship Service, Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Tuesday,  December 24 Christmas Eve Service 

Sunday,    December 28  Worship Service  

    No Coffee Hour ï Happy New Year 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, January 4   Communion Service 

Sunday, January 11   Worship Service 

Sunday, January 18   Worship Service 

Sunday, January 25   Worship Service 

    Coffee Hour in Fellowship Hall 
 
 

 

Ongoing:   Bible Study with the Pastor 
Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. in the Parish Hall – call for date changes if you don’t attend    

regularly.   Come early for coffee and camaraderie! 

 
  

The deadline date for submissions to 

the Feb/March newsletter is: 
 

        Tuesday, January 20, 2009 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

AND 

 

 VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 

 

Pulpit Assistant 
December 7:    John Schneider 

December 14:  Judy Fales 

December 21:  Marge Wheeler 

December 24: 

December 28:  Ada Elmer 

January 4:        Dixie Lufbery 

January 11:      John Schneider 

January 18:      Michelle Wheeler 

January 25:      Charles Hildreth 

 

Deacon of the Month 
December: Bob Vidal 

January:  Dixie Lufbery 

 

Greeters of the Month 

December:  John & Bonnie Larkin 

January:      Marge & Tom Wheeler 

 

Coffee Hour 
December 28: No Coffee Hour 

January 25: 

 

Flowers 
December 7:     Advent Wreath 

December 14:   Advent Wreath 

December 21:   Advent Wreath 

December 24:   Christmas Poinsetttias 

December 28:   Christmas Poinsetttias 

January 4: 

January 11: 

January 18:  

January 25: 

 

 

 

    

CONTACT US: 
Rev. Ronald Lake    (860) 451-5868 

Church Phone          (860) 535-0655 

Toll-free w/i Conn   (877) 433-4018 

E-mail: rev.lake@gmail.com 

All numbers are area code 860 unless 

 otherwise noted. 

Bulletin/Directory/Shine newsletter 

Colleen Riley 599-3066 

E-mail: Roadsecretary777@aol.com  

Clerk 

Martie DeMattia 535-2966 

Conferences 
Ed Burke 536-5230 

Christian Education Coordinator 

Michelle Wheeler 691-2502 

Christian Ed Superintendant 

Judy Fales 572-9295 

Deacons 

Bob Elmer 535-4361 

Judy Fales 572-9295 

Louise Fayal 535-1152 

Ken Laney 859-9871 

Inky Lattimore 599-5134 

Dixie Lufbery 535-3548 

*Susan Schneider, Chair 376-5161 

Bob Vidal 599-2544 

Flowers 
Martie DeMattia              535-2966 

Greeters 

Dixie Lufbery 535-3548 

Historian/Librarian 

Jane Preston 535-1486 

House and Grounds 

Phyllis Borges 535-2966 

Hospitality 

Tony Testa (401) 364-1028 

Missions 

Bonnie Larkin               535-2668 

Moderator 
Bob Elmer         535-4361 

Pastoral Committee 
Ken Laney              859-9871 

Organist/Choir Director 

Jake Troy 

Outreach Missions 
Dixie Lufbery 535-3548 

Carolyn Burdick 401-596-4450 

Publicity 
Helen LaFaive 535-2558 

Scholarship 
Craig Haines 536-7424 

Treasurer 
John Larkin 535-2668 

Assistant Treasurer 

Helen LaFaive 535-2558 

Visitation 
Jane Hildreth              536-3035 

Ushers   
Bill Kahler              446-0361 

 

 

  

 

 

mailto:rev.lake@gmail.com
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ALL DAY RETREAT 

ST. EDMUND'S RETREAT CENTER 

ENDERS ISLAND, MYSTIC 
 

MAY 2, 2009 

9:00 AM to 4:30 PM 

 

$20.00 per person 

Includes: 

 

Lovely, peaceful grounds by the sea 

Time to reflect 

Time to share 

Continental Breakfast upon arrival 

Lunch 

 


